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PROGRESS REPORT IN SEARCHING FOR HENRY AND ABRA-

HAM’S LAND BY MURIEL CURTIS CUSHING

Let it be known that you are looking for some in-
formation and you will meet some of the nicest
people.
    The search for the homesteads of both Henry

Samson and his purported cousin Abraham who both set-
tled in Duxbury, Mass. has brought a good deal of new
information to the members of the Henry Samson Kindred.
    The search began first by reviewing the Samson MF 20
published by the Mayflower Society.   A couple of deeds
were noted mentioning that Henry gave 40 acres to his
daughter Hannah Holmes – land that was granted to Henry
by the town of Duxbury located near Robinson’s creek
(Ply Co. LR 4:188). Another deed, dated 27 Oct. 1647 lists
Henry Samson of Duxborough purchasing land from

Continued on page 2

2009-2010 ANNUAL DUES

LAST CHANCE! DEADLINE 18 DECEMBER. IF YOU FORGOT TO SEND

IN YOUR DUES, BEST GET THEM IN BECAUSE WE COUNT ON YOUR SUP-

PORT.  PLEASE FORWARD THEM ($15 PAYABLE TO PHSK) TO THE

TREASURER. SEE THE “ADDRESSES” BOX ON PAGE 4.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

#99 Bonnie J. Vokits MI
#100 Suzan A. D. Wilson-Rudnick ME
#101 Linda Longley CA
#102 Lynda R. Hoornbeek IL
We congratulate our new members!
So far there have been 3 lost to death and one dropped.
Do our current members have prospective applicants?
If so, please urge them to download our application
form from our website or to contact Membership
Chair Scott Samson at his address appearing on page
4.

CONNECTING THE DOTS:  HENRY AND ABRAHAM SAMP-

SON’S LINES TO THE PATRIOT PAUL REVERE

BY SUZANNE K. SHAUB

Ibegan to trace my genealogy in order to verify the
“family stories” about my links to both the Revolu-
tionary War and the Mayflower. My mother used to
tell about her Irish mother’s “gift of gab.”  According

to Mom, “Nanny had her own version of much of the fam-
ily history, so don’t get your hopes up about famous ances-
tors.”  I was still intrigued despite the possibility that it
could all be fantasy.  I decided to ask my aunt, since she
was older than my mother.  I asked Aunt Mary if there was
any truth in the claims that we were related to famous peo-
ple through the Sampson side of the family.  Her return let-
ter asserted that Nanny was correct in her accounts, but
Aunt Mary did not know how to confirm any of the names
in our ancestry.
    I wondered how I would connect the dots in this puzzle.
From my home in the Midwest, I enlisted the aid of the
New England Historic Genealogical Society in Boston,
MA.  The researchers at NEHGS made available copies of
pages from John A. Vinton’s “Sampson Family in Amer-
ica,” 1864, from which I was able to trace my mother’s
Sampson line back to the Mayflower passenger Henry
Sampson.  I also discovered what many Sampson descen-
dants know; the early families intermarried so if you are
related to one, the chances are good that you are also re-
lated to others of Mayflower fame.  Through Henry’s son
Caleb, I am related to the families of Alden, Mullins and
Standish.
    Homer L. Sampson was my maternal grandfather;
Homer’s father, Frank R. Sampson, appears in Vinton’s
history and his line goes directly back to the Henry Samp-
son of the Mayflower.  This line also goes directly to Abra-
ham Sampson, since a great grandson of Henry, Amos
Sampson, married a great granddaughter of Abraham, Deb-
orah Sampson.   I remember my mother’s surprise when I
excitedly declared, “Your sister was right; those accounts

Continued on page 3
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hobby.   He married a young woman born to Irish immi-
grants, my grandmother, Selenia Grace Bryne.  Their
first child, Grace Watson Sampson, died in infancy; her
middle name gave me a clue that Homer’s mother may
have been Elizabeth Watson Brown and perhaps her
maiden name was Watson.
    As a young man, an unfortunate disease led to a new
career for Homer.  He was stricken with tuberculosis and
went to Saranac Lake in the Adiron-
dack Mountains of upper New York
State to “take the cure.”  That re-
quired plenty of fresh air and quiet
hobbies.  With his knowledge of pho-
tography it is perhaps not surprising
that Homer became interested in the
recently discovered field of X-rays
and began to teach himself to “read
the films” of his fellow patients.  As
his health improved, he took full time
employment at Trudeau Sanatorium,
where he became a leading expert on the use of X-rays.
Homer traveled around the country giving lectures to
doctors who were learning about this new area of diagno-
sis.  He gave testimony in court cases of “Black Lung”
disease and also authored articles and books on lung dis-
eases.
    Mom proudly told me that although her father was
mainly self-taught, without the benefit of higher educa-
tion, Homer was honored with a Doctorate of Science
from St. Lawrence University in 1934.  Probably because
of his earlier illness, Homer’s health was fragile and he
died of pneumonia before any of his grandchildren could
know him.
    I had heard the “stories” and wondered if there was
any truth in them.  With the assistance of genealogists
and written records, I was able to connect the dots.  I
found many fascinating facts to share with my grandchil-
dren in order for the family history to be remembered.
    I would like to acknowledge Stacy Wood’s extensive
work on the descendants of Abraham Sampson, which
she has made available on the Sampson Kindred website.
    Submitted by Suzanne K. Shaub,11 Rebecca S. Kirk,10

Homer L. Sampson,9 Frank R. Sampson,8 William S.
Sampson,7 Martin Sampson,6 Elijah Sampson,5 Amos
Sampson,4 Joshua Sampson,3 Caleb Sampson,2 Henry
Sampson1

*(In an earlier Sampson Kindred newsletter in the article about
Longfellow, there was mention of the court-martial of Paul Revere
after the failed Penobscot Expedition.  The article did not mention
that Revere was cleared of the charges, while his superior, Saltonstall,
was made the scapegoat for the disastrous results of the mission.)

Continued from page 1    from your childhood are ac-
tually true.”
As the title suggests, I was able to connect more dots as
I continued my research of grandfather’s ancestors.
    My mother had told me of the claim that her Samp-
son line was somehow related to the patriot and silver-
smith, Raul Revere, but Mom always assumed that it
was “just one of Nanny’s exaggerations.”  The NEHGS
has is in their holdings an unpublished family history,
“A Record of Ancestors and Descendants of Paul Re-
vere,” written by Herbert E. Revere and Robert Rogers,
stamped with the date June 1, 1961.  With this infor-
mation, I could trace the descendants of Paul Revere to
that same grandfather, Homer Lazelle Sampson, son of
Frank Revere Sampson. There was the verification for
my connection to the Daughters of the American Revo-
lution.  I was amazed that another family tale had
proved to be fact.
    But how does a descendant of Henry Sampson con-
nect to Paul Revere?  Both genealogies from NEHGS
show Paul Revere’s great granddaughter, Susan
Lazelle Revere, married a 7th generation descendant of
Henry Sampson, William Smith Sampson.  Their son,
Frank Revere Sampson, is the link through which
Homer Sampson was related to the Revolutionary War
Patriot and to the Mayflower Pilgrims.  Later, I was
fortunate to find Susan Revere Sampson’s obituary,
which mentions her great grandfather, “…of Revolu-
tionary fame.” *
    From the union of William S. and Susan Revere
Sampson, there were 3 children:  William Smith Samp-
son, Frank Revere Sampson and Revere Sampson.  Ac-
cording to the Sampson Family history, the senior
William left the Boston area in 1856 to seek employ-
ment opportunities in New York City.  Vinton states,
“He is there established in the iron business.… He has
patents for some improvements of [the storage of ce-
real grains.]”  His sons also found work in New York
City.
    Frank Revere Sampson married a Canadian immi-
grant.  The Revere family document from the NEHGS
gave her name as Lizzie W. Brown and I assumed that
her given name was Elizabeth.  The only clue my
mother was able to provide regarding Elizabeth’s her-
itage was the fact that Homer used to go to Ottawa in
Canada to visit relatives.  Homer Lazelle Sampson was
the fifth child of six born to Frank R. and Elizabeth
Sampson.
    My Grandfather Homer worked for a time as a sam-
ple salesman for a company which made silk ties.
Mom remembered that he enjoyed photography as a

Homer Lazelle
Sampson
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HAVE A SAMSON/SAMPSON ARTICLE THAT YOU  WOULD LIKE TO SHARE? NOTIFY EDITOR STACY WOOD. SEE PAGE 4 FOR ADDRESS.

Ephraim Tinkham and Mary his wife, “one third part of
that lott [sic] which was formerly the land of Peter
Browne, deceased, ....... the said third of ye upland lying
and being next adioyning [sic] unto the land of the said
Henry Sampson.” (PCR 12:146).
    Contact with Nancy and Bob Delano (surveyor) re-
vealed a map that had been made and researched in the
early 1920’s by Henry Fish.  This map, with key, noted
most of the early homesteads in Duxbury.  Henry’s
house was listed as being situated along the Duxbor-
rough Path, with land running from the bay westerly to-
wards the bend in Surplus St., being north of Surplus St.
[map lower “X”] and south of the club house at the
Yacht Club golf course.  Next door was listed the home

of Peter Brown.  This was later confirmed by Robert
Dente who has done a lot of research for date boarding
homes in Duxbury.
    The land given to Henry by the town of Duxbury and
later given to daughter Hannah is speculated as being in
Pembroke and used as a source of firewood and timber.
Another deed gathered show Henry Samson, along with
Experience Mitchell, Thomas Little and Thomas Paine
purchasing land from “Tuspaquin, allies black Sachem,
and William the son of the said Tuspaquin, Indian
Sachems.”  (Ply Co. LR 3:160)  This land was a mile
and a half long by one half a mile wide and located in
the Dartmouth area.  In his will, Henry divides his share
of the Dartmouth property by giving one third each to
three of his sons John, Stephen and James.
    I had wondered why the settler’s built so far inland as
I believed early travel between Plymouth and Duxbury
was generally by boat.  Mr. Dente explained that the
bay acted as a natural barrier for their animals and the

land along the shore and the entire town had not been
harvested and must have been heavily wooded.  The
farm houses were inland because they were built along
an ancient Indian trail and would have been the line of
least resistance.
    We feel fairly certain that Henry’s farm was located
partly on what is now the Duxbury Yacht Club golf
course.  It is not accessible from Surplus St. and the golf
course is private for members only.
    The Fish map (with a ?Henry Samson) identifies
Abraham’s house being on the Powder Point road in the
Cove St. vicinity [map upper “X”].  However, a 1637
map displayed in Duxbury, a guide by Katherine H.
Pillsbury shows this property belonging to Henry with
the reference being “list by Tony Kelso” who is
presently Duxbury’s town historian.  Mrs. Pillsbury
states that in the 1627 land division each man was
granted 20 acres and an additional 20 acres for each
member of his family.  Henry and Ann Samson would
have received 40 acres.   This needs more clarification
and may suggest that Henry later gave or sold this prop-
erty to his cousin Abraham ca 1638 when Abraham is
first listed in the Duxbury records.
    At this time it is believed that Abraham did live or
had property along Powder Point Ave.  It has also been
suggested that probably “Abrams Hill,” located at the
north end of Cove St., was named for him...being a
nickname for Abraham.
    On 18 May 1696 at a town meeting held at Duxbur-
rough, the town granted to Abraham Sampson 30 acres
of land that the town gave formerly to Peter West, upon
the westerly side of South River (PCR 186).  This prop-
erty would be west of the expressway, close to Pem-
broke and is probably for the same use of supplying
firewood and timber.
    Research continues but it looks good for Henry’s
farm.  Determining Abraham’s farm will need more in-
vestigation.
    One obstacle that needs to be considered would be
that the present owners may not be agreeable to having
a marker placed on their land.   Henry’s land is remote
and the Powder Point Road is very populated.

*
About the Author: Muriel C. Cushing is our PHSK Genealo-
gist and Y-DNA Committee Chair. Some organizations in
which she is active are the DELANO Kindred Inc. as Vice
President and Genealogist, she chairs the Mayflower Soci-
ety’s new Women of the Mayflower Committee,and has com-
piled the two-volume Philip Delano of the “Fortune” 1621
which will eventually become a GSMD five generation work.

From The
Henry  A.
Fish Map
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DONATIONS FOR PHSK MEMORIALS: CHECKS PAYABLE TO “PHSK” SENT TO  OUR TREASURER. SEE ABOVE FOR ADDRESS.

MESSAGE FROM THE NOTES OF
PHSK GOVERNOR
    As you read our PHSK DNA Chair and Genealogist
Muriel Cushing’s article imagine what this research en-
tails. We have yet to document where our Pilgrim Henry
Samson and his probable cousin Abraham lived and
died or their burial location.
     While visiting Duxbury this past September we took
a few hours to research in the Wright’s Building in
Duxbury where there are volumes of records on our Pil-
grims who lived in Duxbury. We had the opportunity to
meet with Nancy Delano who has done extensive re-
search for our PHSK.
With gratitude our Samson Kindred are most apprecia-
tive of the work both Nancy and Muriel are doing.
    We spent some time in Plympton where Nancy sug-
gested there might be records on our Henry.  To date, no
proven documentation.
    Nancy showed us a couple possible areas of residence
as mentioned in Muriel’s excellent article and Nancy
gave us the list of names buried in our Myles Standish
Cemetery in Duxbury.  Neither Henry nor Abraham is
listed.
    If you would like to share in this research and are
planning a trip to Duxbury between now and our second
triennial meeting in Plymouth, please contact Muriel or
yours truly.
REMINDER
    The holiday season is fast approaching.  For those
looking for stocking stuffers why not consider a PHSK
membership?
    At this time, let us remember to give thanks for our
Pilgrim parents whose Faith is the reason for the season.

Joan Miller

DR. JEREMY D. BANGS’ LONG AWAITED
BOOK Strangers and Pilgrims, Travellers and Sojourn-
ers - Leiden and the Foundations of Plymouth Colony
has been published by GSMD. It is now available at
gsmd.sales@verizon.net. $67 inc. s&h. A great gift!

A STOCKING STUFFER!  In 1990 the Pennsylvania
Mayflower Society sponsored its own publication about
the Pilgrims and how their covenant concept “played a
major role in the formation of the church to which they
pledged mutual aid and care of one another.” The illus-
trated 34-page booklet was written by The Rev. Gary L.
Marks, current senior pastor of the Church of the Pil-
grimage (UCC) in Plymouth, MA. He is a recognized
scholar of the Pilgrims’ pastor John Robinson. It sells
for $6 per copy, S&H included. To order see
www.sail1620.org.

ABRAHAM SAMPSON DESCENDANT REPORT
    The “work in progress” Abraham Sampson Descen-
dant Report on www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org
has again  been updated. It has now grown to over 1547
pages of text and 216 pages of all name index (with
dates). Some lines have been brought 13 generations up
to 2009! It is downloadable as a PDF to one and all. Be-
cause of its length, it is suggested that you save it and
not print it out. However, sources are not included.
They, along with any other type of PDF e-mail report
are available for FREE to any member just for the ask-
ing (see the instructions on the Website for what reports
are available). Non-members are charged $25 for re-
ports with sources. Members are urged to forward their
Abraham Sampson lines to Stacy Wood for inclusion in
the database (see below for his addresse). Our thanks to
a number of members who have done so.   No details
about living descendants will be included.

 In Memoriam: Roberta MacDavids Christopherson
and Jeanette Mitchell.

Muriel Cushing & the c. 1920 Henry A. Fish map of Duxbury, MA.
See it on “Maps” on www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org.




