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Samson Kindred's Governor's Corner 

Dear Samson/Sampson Cousins, 

It was wonderful to meet cousins from coast to coast 
at the Pilgrim Henry Samson Luncheon in Plymouth. 
We also had Jane Williams from England, the 
producer of the film telling about Scrooby Manor. 
AND, Sue Allen with husband, Roger, bringing copies 
of her book, Scrooby Manor. Scrooby Manor was the 
home of William Brewster. 

Everyone that attended received a Pilgrim Henry 
Samson Kindred visor hat. Sue was very generous in 
providing gifts of Gainsborough Hall which is an 
historic site for Mayflower Separatists. 

There were two programs; one dealt with a descendant 
of Henry, and one of Abraham. Both were 
outstanding. Look for photos taken by Guy 
Moellendorf. Steve Connelly presented Part One of 
the Deborah Sampson Gannett story. Part Two will be 
given at our next luncheon in 2017. She is a 
fascinating person. Do some research on your own. 
The 18th century woodworking shop found in 
Duxbury belonged to our Luther Sampson. In three 
years, we hope to have a field trip so that our 
members can view this incredible discovery. 

Our new officers are listed in the Secretary's report. 
We have a fine group to lead us in the three years 
ahead. 

Please email, call, or write with any ideas that you 
might have to make our  Kindred outstanding.  

Of course, we want more members! Look at your state 
society directory to find Samson cousins and invite 
them to join the Kindred. 

 

Continued next column 

Do We Have Any Attorneys In The 
House? 

 
The Samson Kindred membership list does not state 
occupations. We are in need of a lawyer to be in an 
Appointee position for Counselor. Interested 
persons, please contact the Samson Governor.  

 

 

 HELP WANTED!!!! The Abraham 
Sampson Database resides in “Legacy,” a 
prominent genealogy application, and was 
administered, with user input, by our dear 
Stacy B. C. Wood. With his passing, we will 
need someone to take it over. Are you 
interested? 

 

 

Enjoy the fall; have a marvelous Thanksgiving, and 
a blessed Christmas season. 

In Pilgrim Friendship, 

Barb Williams, Governor of the Pilgrim Henry Sam-
son Kindred 
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Dear Friends 

 I am writing this at the beginning of October, and It doesn’t seem that long since I gave you the last up-
date.  I am amazed at how fast this year is going. 

 After a quiet few months when the schools are on their long summer holiday and many village organisations 
do not meet, things are hotting up quite nicely now.  A few weeks ago we had the local Salvation Army 
Band at St Mary’s Church, who gave us an evening of varied music, all very good.  This is not so much fund
-raising (although we do have a retiring collection which is split between the Salvation Army and the 
church) but FUN-raising! 

 The village was awash with coffee mornings last Friday when the national Macmillan Nurses Big Coffee 
Morning took place.  Various organisation hosted a Coffee Morning, usually with Bring and Buy Stall, 
Cakes, etc (like a miniature fete) to raise money for the Macmillan Nurses, which is an organisation which 
employs specialist nurses to go to the homes of people who have terminal illness to care for them.  The or-
ganisation has no funding from central government, and do give really good service.  We had one in the cen-
tre of the village, one in the Café and one the day after in the Methodist Church. 

 In a few weeks’ time we have our annual Gift Day, when we have various stalls, displays of vestments and 
old records (and of course some kind of Mayflower display – I have some display boards I have made up) 
and we serve refreshments all day, the idea being that people will come and look around, patronise the stalls 
and give us a donation towards the upkeep of the church – and amazingly people do just that! 

 Early in November we have our village war memorial service on Remembrance Sunday.  This involves 
gathering at the War Memorial (more or less in the centre of the village, opposite the village hall) for a 
short  service with the traditional 2 minutes silence, followed by a service in church.  This involves the Roy-
al British Legion (organisation for ex-servicemen), uniformed organisations – Guides, Brownies, Rainbows, 
Scouts, Cubs and Beavers – and usually the band from RAF Henlow take part, plus the air cadets based at 
Henlow plus of course the general public.  It is a moving experience, and really brings home to you the sac-
rifices made in war.  Of course, at the moment we are very worried about the situation in Iraq and Syria, and 
pray that good thinking will prevail, and a solution found. 

 In the shops, Christmas appears to have come already.  Our local Garden and Gift Centre has already got 
Christmas items on the shelves! 

 The next time I write to you it will be the New Year! 

 Do hope that some of you will be able to visit us in Henlow next year.  We had two lots of visitors this year 
– the Scotts from Newfoundland and the Harveys from Wisconsin.  We had a lovely time with them. 

 With every good wish, and, dare I say it, all the best for Christmas and the New Year. 

  

Love from 

  

Jackie and Alan Painter 
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The Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred 

Third Triennial Meeting 

September 5, 2014 

 

The Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred met at their Third Triennial Meeting on September 5, 2014 at the Radis-

son Hotel in Plymouth, MA. 

Registration opened at 10:30 AM. Barbara Williams displayed scrapbooks of the 2013 visit to Henlow. Sue 

Allen, the Scrooby Historian, brought copies of her new book on Scrooby. Also present was Jane Williams, 

who produced a documentary film based on Sue’s book. The film is to be shown at Plimoth Plantation on Sat-

urday. 

Lunch was served at 11:30. At 12:15, Christopher De Orsay and Michael Burry gave a presentation on the 18th 

century woodworking shop of Luther Sampson. The shop is located on the Berrybrook School property in 

Duxbury, MA. It was a most important find, as it is the only known 18th century woodworking shop of its kind 

in America. Luther was a direct descendant of Pilgrim Henry Samson. 

Governor Barbara Williams called the business meeting to order at 1:01PM. The Invocation was given by 
Frank Williams, as Rev. Lawson was unable to attend. 

Governor Williams read greetings from Jackie Painter, our Henlow representative. A plaque was presented to 
the Henlow Church during the last historic sites tour. The next tour will be in September of 2015, as Septem-
ber is when Buckingham Palace opens to the public. Other sites will include Scrooby, Gainsboro and Henlow. 

A slate of officers for the 2014-2017 term was read, nominated from the floor, seconded and voted unani-
mously.          

Governor, Barbara Williams 

Assistant Governor, Richard Long 

Secretary, Christine Tissot 

Treasurer, Scott A. Samson 

 

Assistants: 

     2014-2017     Judith Elfring, Rev Ronald Lawson, Scott A. Samson 

     2017-2020     Barbara Dillon, Guy Moellendorf, Bonnie Vokits 

     2020-2023     Penny Aspegren, Beverly Warner, Bill Warner 
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Minutes continued….. 

 

Appointees for 2014-2017:    Genealogist-Judith Elfring,  Archivist-Guy Moellendorf,  Webmaster-Joseph 
Wood,  Newsletter Editor-Robert F. Sampson,  Education-Debra G. Miller,  Membership-Scott A. Samson,   

 

Sampson/Samson Y/DNA- Muriel Cushing,  Memorial/Historic Sites- Muriel Cushing. Internal Auditor, 
Chaplain and Counsellor remain unfilled. 

 

Business: 

The 501 C3 status has not been accomplished at this time. A discussion of this status followed. Scott Sam-
son, Muriel Cushing and Guy Moellendorf volunteered to work on this. Richard Long will join Muriel 
Cushing in pursuing the placement of a plaque or gravestone for Pilgrim Henry Samson in the Old Ceme-
tery in Duxbury, MA. 

 

Reports: 

Governor Barbara Williams reported that a check for $500 and a plaque had been presented to the church at 
Henlow by the PHSK. She asked for a motion to donate another $500 and this passed unanimously. The 
Secretary’s report was read and accepted. Treasurer, Scott Samson reported a balance of $10,656 and his 
report was filed. Archivist, Guy Moellendorf announced that he had received records from past Governor, 
Joan Miller.  Barbara Dillon will forward some of hers and he also has received some of Stacy Wood’s. 

Governor Barbara Williams presented Certificates of Appreciation to her past officers, assistants and ap-
pointees. These included:  Judith Elfring, Scott A. Samson, Debra G. Miller, Robert F. Samson, Muriel 
Cushing, Joseph Wood, Guy Moellendorf, Barbara Dillon, Bonnie Vokits, Christine Tissot, Paul Bumpus 
and Past Governor, Joan Miller. 

Officers, assistants and appointees were installed by Past Governor, Joan Miller. The group picture was tak-
en.  

Frank Williams gave the Benediction and the meeting was adjourned at 2:45 PM. 

 

Christine Tissot, Secretary 
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Steve Connelly standing by Deborah Samson Gannett 
display. 

The person on the left of the above picture is a 
61 year old Paul Revere, meeting Deborah 
Samson in 1804 and was painted at the actual 
Cobbs Tavern where they met to discuss her 
appeals for a military Pension as an invalid 
soldier from the 4th Massachusetts Regi-
ment.  (She was wounded in action in 1782 
near Tarrytown, NY).   The bar in the picture 
is unchanged from 1804 and has been pre-
served by the current homeowner of Cobbs 
Tavern.    

Left. The Deborah Samson Gannett. Right. Deborah 
in her military dress. 
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L to R—Gail Raser, Beverly Warner, Bill Warner, 
Barbara Kelly 

L to R— Ray Raser, Gail Raser, Beverly Warner 

L to R—Bonnie Vokits, Barbara Dillon, Frank 
Williams 

L to R—Christine Tissot, Scott Samson 
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L to R—Barbara Williams, Sophia Badalamen-
ti, Liliana Badalamenti  

L to R—Liliana Badalamenti, Joan Miller, Don 
Miller, Bonnie Vokits 

L to R _ Michael Burry, Christopher DeOrsay, 
Barbara Williams, Sophia Badalamenti 

L to R—Ben Cushing, Margaret Bobertz, Penny 
Aspegren, Ann Mastradone 
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L to R—Penny Aspegren, Ann Mastradone, Sue 
Allan, Roger Allan, Barbara Knisell 

L to R—Guy Moellendorf , Natalie Moellendorf, 
Muriel Cushing, Ben Cushing 

L u n c h e o n  A t t e n d e e s  



 
 
 

P������ H���—I� S����� �� S����� M���� 
 

����://�������������.��.��/�������-����/ 
 

This is the story of Scrooby Manor, a house that lies at the centre of events that had a profound 
impact on the birth of the United States of America. 

During a period of economic turmoil and religious persecution, the seeds of British American 
history were sown in a rural pocket of Nottinghamshire, Scrooby. In 1620 a ship, the Mayflower, 
set sail for the New World. Years before this journey a group met in secret at Scrooby Manor to 
plan a new life. 

Today, there are up to 30 million living descendants of those passengers, known as the Pilgrims. 
Nearly 400 years later a group of them make their own pilgrimage back to England and Scrooby. 

Parts of Scrooby Manor still stand, but what remains of the original building? The current owner, 
Julie Dunstan, seeks out local historian Sue Allan to help her investigate. A close friendship de-
velops as they go in search of Scrooby Manor. What they find, once revealed, writes a new his-

tory. 
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Pilgrims' Progress at Scrooby Village  by Sue Allen, Official Historian, Scrooby Manor.    

Four hundred years ago in the reign of King James I, a small band of men and women of 
faith, hope and vision came together at the tiny village of Scrooby.  In a Manor house 
there belonging to the Archbishop of York they forged the spirit and ideals the would later 
define the future great nation of the USA.  At the heart of this group were Richard Clifton 
of Babworth, John Robinson of Sturton-le-Steeple, William Bradford of Austerfield and 
William Brewster of Scrooby – all at that time, and still remain small, out of the way rural 
villages.  

For many years intrepid modern-day Pilgrims making their way to the East Midlands of 
England to pay homage to this courageous group, their own journey’s end has often been 
met with bitter disappointment.  They often find the ancient picturesque churches once 
used by the Separatists firmly locked against them and virtually little of substance on dis-
play to celebrate these local heroes and the shining light that they set to other seeking re-
ligious freedom.  As if to add to the woe of these visitors, there are not even public wash-
rooms to use and if the local pub is shut, nowhere to get food or refreshments.  Unless 
they happen across a cheery local to help them out, these by then downhearted travellers 
can be forgiven for feeling as rejected by England as the Separatists themselves had. 

Enter The Pilgrim Fathers UK Origins Association which was founded in 2006 as an inde-
pendent community organisation by just a handful of dedicated Mayflower Pilgrim enthu-
siasts, including myself, with the prime aim to preserve and to promote the heritage of the 
Separatists from our local area. On 29th October 2013 the Association was registered at 
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Companies House as The Pilgrim Fathers UK Community Interest Company (CIC) and is 
currently is undergoing transition into a Registered Charity. 
The aims of the Associations are simply this: 

To bring together and promote the heritage of the local Separatists who became lead-
ing Mayflower Pilgrim. 

To increase awareness of the heritage of the Separatists and the Pilgrim Fathers in our 
area by education both in local communities, nationally and internationally, partic-
ularly to our ‘cousins’ from the United States. 

To work with others to engage local communities in this heritage. 
To work with others to serve visitors to the area and ensure that they receive all the 

information, amenities and support that they require in order to make their stay 
memorable and enjoyable. 

The Management Group of the Association/CIC has met bi- month, or as necessary, to 
initiate, co-ordinate and organise community activities and improve visitor amenities. An-
nual General Meetings of the Association are held in May each year.  The Chairman's Re-
view for the period to 31st March 2013 shows that significant progress in meeting the ob-
jectives has been achieved over the past eight years. 

With the number of visitors expected to rise significantly in the run up to 2020 and the 
400th Anniversary of the sailing of the Mayflower, the Association had become very mind-
ful that the current lack of amenities to meet this demand urgently needed to be ad-
dressed.  It was decided that we should try to get funding for a dedicated Pilgrim Heritage 
Centre to be made at Scrooby - the spiritual home of the Separatists.  

The main problems posed to our Association was firstly that plans for a Heritage Centre 
had been put forward several times during the past 40 years by various parties but each 
time had failed to gain financial backing mainly through a widespread indifference to the 
subject in the local area.  Through an intense 8 year period of Association members going 
out into the community to re-educate people about this important part of our local herit-
age we are pleased to report a palpable change of hearts and minds towards the subject. 

The second hurdle is that the ancient village of Scrooby lies within a conservation area 
and therefore no ‘new builds’ are permitted.  However the Association soon found a per-
fect candidate   for conversion into a Heritage Centre – a disused 200 year old barn lying 
beside the Pilgrim Fathers’ public house on the Great North Road. Far from being a ‘pipe-
dream’ as suggested by a recent letter from the GSMD Governor General declining sup-
port and openly suggesting that individual State Societies do likewise for this reason, I 
can assure you plans are now well advanced to develop it and so far have been funded 
entirely by our own meagre funds. 

The architect’s sympathetic design for developing the barn features an entrance between 
the pub and the barn with a lift and stairs to the upper floor which will feature a room for 
educational activities and meetings.  The ground floor will feature a mixture of static and 
state of the art interactive displays relating the Pilgrim Story and related sites of interest 
in both the local vicinity in the UK and acting as a ‘hub’ to direct visitors to these and to 
act as an education focal point for local children and adults alike.  There will also be a gift 
shop to help generate funds to sustain the centre which will be run mainly by volunteers. 
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In order to finance this project the Association are in the process of bidding for a 
$1million plus grant from the UK National Lottery Heritage fund who are extremely inter-
ested in our proposal.  However in return for this grant the Association is expected to 
raise match funding of $65,000 from elsewhere and to provide evidence that American 
visitors in particular support such an endeavour and indeed plan to use it in the future 
should our bid be successful. It is to this end that the Association and I personally are 
now appealing directly to Mayflower descendants to ask for their invaluable help in mak-
ing this project come to reality.  Pledges of money count as if they were actual cash for 
the process of match funding and will only be called upon to be honoured if the bid for 
UK National Lottery Heritage funding is actually successful. However donations towards 
our other ventures are always greatly welcomed to continue our sterling work, especially 
into new on the ground research.  

If successful, then the Association plan to open the Pilgrim Heritage Centre at Scrooby at 
Easter 2017, well in time for the 2020 Mayflower celebrations. Interested parties can keep 
up to date with developments and our progress through the ‘news’ page of the Pilgrim Fa-
thers UK Origins official website. 

Please, if you care for your Mayflower Heritage then please help us to help you in preserv-
ing that heritage in the homes of the leading Pilgrims and where their story began. If our 
Association bid fails due to lack of support from the very people it is primarily intended to 
serve, and after they themselves in the past have pleaded for one, then this hope for a 
Heritage Centre will be lost forever and with it the loss of any future initiative.  Donations 
may be made on the following web page.    http://www.pilgrimfathersorigins.org/
H_Donations.html 
 
A percentage of the proceeds from Sue’s latest book ‘In Search of Scrooby Manor’ are 
pledged to the Heritage Centre fund. 
 
This article by Sue Allan was written at the request of the PHSK Education Chair Debra 
Georgantis Miller. 
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Pilgrim Historic Sites Tour  
September, 2015  

England and Holland 

  

Barbara Williams, the GSMD Historic Sites Committee chairperson announced there will be a tour in 
2015 of the important Pilgrim historic sites in England and Holland.   

Several WA state society members have taken this tour and returned enthusiastic about the sites seen of 
places occupied by our Mayflower ancestors.  This is the most complete tour of any offered on Pilgrim sites. 

  

Day1—15 Sept (Tue) - Arrive London. During 14 days by coach tour, see London (including Bucking-
ham Palace), then make a large loop of sites through England.  Ferry from Harwich to the Hook of Holland. 
In Holland, see Delfshaven, Amsterdam, Leiden.  Day 15 — 29 Sept (Tue) Depart Amsterdam. 

  

A detailed itinerary is at: 

http://www.washingtonmayflower.org/gsmdtour.pdf  

PHSK Officers and Appointees 

Barbara Lewis Williams, Governor  

Richard Long, Assistant Governor  

Christine Strassel Tissot, Secretary  

Scott Alan Samson, Treasurer  

Rev. Frank Williams (interim), Chaplain/Elder  

Open position, Internal Auditor,  

Judith Ann Read Elfring, Genealogist  

Guy Moellendorf, Historian  

Joseph Howland Wood, Webmaster  

Robert F. Sampson, Newsletter Editor  

Debra Georgantis Miller, Education  

Scott Alan Samson, Membership  

Muriel Curtis Cushing, Samson/Sampson Y-DNA Project  



AN EXCELLENT GIFT FOR YOUR 
LOCAL SCHOOL!  Deb Miller, our Pilgrim 
Henry Samson Kindred Education Chair , has 
introduced a curriculum, "Mayflower and Me" 
for schools, nationwide. Her curriculum has been 
endorsed by authors and educational 
professionals worldwide. See:       http://
www.sail1620.org/educational/48-materials/126-
mayflower-and-me.html 
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ABRAHAM SAMPSON DESCENDANT REPORT 
The “work in progress” Abraham Sampson 
Descendant Report on 
www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org has again been 
updated, thanks to Webmaster Joe Wood. It has now 
grown to 1348 pages of text and 181 pages of all name 
index (with dates). Some lines have been brought 13 
generations up to 2009! It is downloadable as a PDF to 
one and all. Because of its length, it is suggested that 
you save it and not print it. However, sources are NOT 
included. They, along with any other type of PDF e-
mail reports, are available for FREE to any member 
just for the asking (see the instructions on the Website 
for what other reports are available). Non-members are 
charged $25 for reports with sources.  
 
See Help Wanted on page 1 
 
No details about living descendants are included.  

  
  

 

 

*A����� D���* 

REMINDER: Our Kindred fiscal year runs from 1 
July to 30 June. 2013-2014.   Annual dues are $15.00 for 
one year, three years at $45.00 or five years at 
$75.00.  Your dues support our important projects. We 
would also like to place appropriate memorials to both 
Henry and Abraham in Duxbury where they both lived, 
in Plymouth where Henry initially owned property, and 
as well in the All Saints Church in Campton, 
Bedfordshire, where Abraham was baptized  Your dues 
also supports this thrice a year newsletter. We also need 
to complete obtaining not-for-profit 501(c)3 status to 
make more attractive financial gifts to our PHSK. Until 
that status is obtained, we never-the-less welcome “non 
tax deductible” donations. They may be included with 
your dues. Non-payment of dues  may result in removal 
from our membership and mailing list.  Checks should be 
made payable to “PHSK” and forwarded to: 

 Scott Samson, Treasurer PHSK 
 PO Box 302  
 Lisbon Falls, ME 04252-1221 
NB: M������ ��� ���� ������ ������ A����-J��� 2013 
�� NOT ���� �� ��� ���������� 2013-2014 ����! 
E�����’� T�����:  A����� �������� ��� ������� �� ��� “S�����” ���  
��������� $180. T���� 34% (!) ��������� ��� “L����� C����” �-������� 
���� ����� ��  $90! P������ �� ��� �� �� �� ����� ���� ����. 

 

Interesting links: 

http://www.sail1620.org/   Society of Mayflower Descend-
ants in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania  

http://boards.ancestry.com/surnames.samson/mb.ashx  An-
cestry Message Board for “Samson” 

http://boards.ancestry.com/surnames.sampson/mb.ashx  An-
cestry Message Board for “Sampson” 

http://www.duxburyhistory.org/   Duxbury Rural and His-
torical Society 

http://www.archives.com/1940census   Search currently 
indexed portions of the 1940 census.  Not all of the 1940 
census is indexed at this time.  If you would like help in-
dex the 1940 census please see  https://
the1940census.com/?
gclid=CMfGuPzTuq8CFRGAhwodMVp_hw  

Family Tree DNA  - Family Finder 
 
http://www.familytreedna.com/family
-finder-compare.aspx 
 
Now $99.00 




